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Res0LVED, | 
1 the Thanks of t 18 Society be given to the Rev. 


JohN Hatreon, M. A. for his excellent Sermon, 
preached | in Favour of this Inſtitution; and that he be 
; earneſtly requeſted to permit the Society to publiſh it. 


GEO. ATKINSON, SECRETARY. 


LUKE vii. 15. 


And he that Was dead, fat up and began to fheak ; bod 
he delivered him to bis mother. « 


Nord can be more obvious chan that ſpirit 
of benevolence, which runs through the whole 
ſyſtem, and is interwoven with every part of the 


religion of Jeſi us. In nothing was our Saviour more 


remarkable, than in the tenderneſs he diſcovered to 


mankind; nor was there any thing he was more 

aſſiduous to eſtabliſh, than that mutual ſympathy 

and affection, which might | teach us to © bear one 

another's burdens ;' to ſuffer in the ſorrows of our 

fellow creatures; and to be ready, on all occaſions, 

to exert our influence for their ſuccour and relief. 
B 


e 
To accompliſh: ſo deſirable. a purpoſe, and give 
ſucceſs to. a principle, which could not fail to be 
productive of the happieſt effects, he employed the 
united energies of example and precept. The latter 
without the former is frequently obſerved to be 
nugatory and vain. However admirably any truth 
or duty may be pointed out, and with whatever 
charms it may be preſented to the view, it is cer- 
tain, that nothing ſo engages the mind as principle 
repreſented in action. We chen ſce not the pro- 
priety only, but the beauty of holineſs ; and the 
active part a man takes in the principle he re- 
commends, ſhews that he is ſerious in that recom- 
mendation, Lirice | it is plain he makes that a per ſonal, 
which he enjoins_ as a general N. e 
oon Saviour therefore was not content with 
teaching che truth, but took care to exemplify it in 
his own perſon. He * went about doing good, 
healing all manner of fickneſs and diſeaſe, cleanfing 


+) 


the lepers, giving ſie ht to the blind, and hearing to 
the deaf, and reſtoring che dead to life. An inſtance 
of the laſt is recorded in the paſſage before us, and 


is ſaid to have happened at a city called Nain, in 
the neighbourhood of Capernaum. The Evangeliſt 
4 chat · on this occaſion, * many of his diſciples 
went with him, and much people.” And as the 


ſacred writers had generally ſome important mean- 


ing in their attention to the minuteſt circumſtances, 
it is more than probable, St Luke would here 
intimate, that there was no doubt of the miracle be 
was about to relate; ; and that a_great multitude 
being preſent on the occaſion, it was publicly re- 
ported through all the country. And when he 
came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was 
a dead man carried out, the only ſon. of his mother, 
and ſhe was a widow,” ror ne bot: be 


- In this part of the narrative, the ſubject chat 


* 


common. Man cometh up like a flower, and is 
cut Funky All fleſh 1s grab, and the goodlineſs 
theroaf a che flower of the field. The graſs wither- 
eth, and the flower fadeth. MN; Death does not always | 


(#8 TT 
principally demands our attention is the perſon 


they were carrying to the grave. He was © a young 
man.” A caſe than which nothing can be more 


* 1 


wait for che advance of numerous : years. He fre- 


£ 


quently makes his inroads on the young and un- 


fuſpecting. When the pulſe beats high, when the 


boſom glows with the hope of lengthened life, and 
the proſpect of much promiſed pleaſure, he ſteals 
upon them like the midnight robber, and in an 
inſtant raviſhes his prey: and this is one among the 


many reaſons that might be produced, why the 
young ſhould be cautious in the purſuit of pleaſure; 
ſhould take care of what ſort their enjoyments are; 


and ſhould be well ſatisfied - that they are ſuch as 
will not put reflection to the bluſh, nor give to the 


moment of diſſolution an additional ſting. The 


3 
aged and che inſirm, thoſe who have long ſtruggled 
| with ſickneſs and diſeaſe, OF are exhauſted by rhe; 
decays of nature and the gradual. waſte of all de- 
ſtroying time, are the natural ſubjects of the king 
of terrors. But the youthful and vigorous are his 
captives, He ruſhes upon them like a giant.“ His 
attack ſeems the more violent and impetuous as it 
was leaſt ſuſpected; and the ſuc of the conteſt 
ſhould forcibly impreſs us with the propriety of the 


caution, that the rich ſhould not glory in his riches, 


nor the ſtrong man in his ſtrength ; that, amidſt 


the various concerns and employments of life, ſome 
time ſhould be devoted to that moſt neceſſary of all 
ſtudies, to learn to die; and that every weg who 
can think, ſhould think ſeriouſly, and fo learn to 
number his days as to apply his heart unto 
wiſdom,” 

_ In conſidering the dangers of youth, it may be 
remarked, that they are ſubject not only to acute 
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and inflammatory diſeaſes, which are uſually ſudden 
and deciſive in their operation; but that they are 
more liable than others to a variety of caſualties 
by land and ſea; in peace and in war; in the duties 
of life; and it is painful to add, not unfrequently 
in the purſuit of their licentious bandes. In the 
diſcharge of duty every man who thinks aright, 
will chearfully riſk the dangers of his ſituation, 
whatever ty may be; ind in foie. er this Pu A Fe 
DREAM, THAT ALL WARS ARE UNLAWFUL, it is 
as much the ſoldier's duty to bear arms and to fight 
in defence of his Sovereign and his Country, as it 
18 that of a minifter to communicate l in- 
ſtruction, or of any other man to perform the allowed 
and neceſſary duties of his ſtation. But a death 
procured or haſtened by licentiouſneſs is of another 
ſort; and I will not let this occaſion ſlip, of warning 
the 2 and unthinking, in what manner and to 


what extent they conſult their inclinations and pur- 


ſue their pleaſures. It is very poſhble to hurry 
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1 
themſelves into the grave by intemperance, or to 


provoke a ſudden and untimely end in a brothel, 
in vile quarrels, in deſpicable ſcenes, and on ſcan- 
dalous occaſions, in which nothing is to be expected 
but infamy and ruin. And in ſuch a caſe, let any 
man reflect, what muſt be his ſenſations! He who 
dies in an act of duty, in the ſervice of God or his 
neighbour, or in the performance of the neceſſary 
offices of his ſituation, dies as a man ought. He 
may therefore chearfully commit his ſoul and his 
body into the hands of his merciful Creator. - He 
| may confidently call upon him in the time of his 
trouble, in perfect aſſurance that he will hear and 
ſave him. But I will not ſay ſo much for the 
impious and licentious libertine; nor 1s it eaſy to 
conceive with what face a man, who never remem- 
bered God in his proſperity, and who was poſſeſſed 
of no advantage, whether of mind, of body, or of 
fortune, which he did not laviſh to the moſt in- 


famous purpoſes, can preſume to hope the mercy 


. 
of his Maker. I am not now inſiſting, (though 
nothing is ſo obvious) that a temperate, reigiony 
life is the only life ſuſceptible of happineſs and 
ſatisfaction; but I do inſiſt, that he who is acceſſary 
by his vices to his own death, procures himſelf an 
end the moſt hopeleſs and the moſt deplorable chat 

it is poſſible to conceive. He dies as a fool dieth; 
a death of which it is difficult to ſay, whether it 


be more miſerable or more contemptible. 


| Ir does not appear, that any thing like this was 
the caſe of the young man mentioned in the nar- 
rative. The contrary ſeems to have been the fact. 
For, when it is ſaid by the Evangeliſt, with a ſen- 
ſibility ſuitable to tlie occaſion, that he was the 
only ſon of his mother, (who was a widow) and 
in all probability, the only ſupport of her declining 
1 age, it 18 added, chat much people of the city was 
| % with her.” They attended her, from motives of 
'Y | Pity and eſteem both for her and her departed fon ; 


1 9 * * 
and for the pious purpoſe of ſhewing every dark 
of reſpect for a worthy character, ſuddenly ſnatched 


from his friends and from the world. 


In this caſe there was a double ſubject of regret. | 


A good character removed from among men is a 
public loſs. | There is the loſs of his good offices 
and his good example; the abſence of a man whoſe 
conduct is a check upon the vicious, and an encou- 
ragement to the good. But this, though a calamity 
to others, is not ſo to himſelf. * Bleſſed are the 
dead that die in the Lord.“ If the righteous periſh, 
they are * taken from the evil to rap They ſhall 
enter into Peace. They ſhall reſt upon their bed 
of earth, 4 each walking in his own uprightneſs, 
and each living in another ſtate in the preſence of 


God, , though unknown and inviſible to men. 


Tu other ſource of regret is too obvious to be 
overlooked. It is the ſituation, che lorn, melan- 
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choly ſituation of che widowed mother; bereft. of 
her huſband and his ſole ſurviving ſon; the ſad 
relict of perhaps a numerous family, left to the 
mercy of an obdurate world; left to eat, if ſhe 
could indeed procure it, the- bread | of affliction, 
with plenteouſneſs of tears to drink; to think of 
what ſhe had loſt; and to have no gleam of hope, 
no proſpect of felicity, till ſhe ſhould be gathered 
to her fathers, and find it with her departed friends 


in Abraham's boſom, 


1 in all probability, were the refleQions of 
Jeſus, as he approached the bier, and enquired into 
the circumſtances of the ſolemnity. His compaſ- 
fionate heart melted with tenderneſs, The pomp 
and apparatus of death, the condoling multitude, 
the weeping and diſconſolate mother, had each their 
full influence on his tender and ſuſceptible mind, 
© When the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on 
her, and ſaid unto her, weep not ; and he came and 


) 
touched the bier; and they chat bare him ftood 
fall; and he faid, young man, I fay unto 995 
ariſe. 


Hed was a ſpectacle worthy of admiration ! 
Here was human nature, at one and the ſame in- 
ſtant, in it's loweſt abaſement and it's higheſt 
triumph! In the firſt inſtance laid low in death, 
ſwiftly tending to reunion with it's Eindred duſt; 
and then, to the aſtoniſhment of che ſurrounding 
the flame that 
was extinguiſhed, kindled up again, and the man 
riſing up and fpexkinng in the preſence of the ap- 
plauding croud! And he that was dead ſat up, 
and began to n and he delivered him to his 


mother. 


multitude, reſtored to life and ſenſe; 


Bur I muſt direct your attention, ſtill more par- 
ticularly, to that ſtriking circumſtance in this 
ſolemn ſcene, the power and the grace of Jeſus 


64 9 
Chriſt. On this occaſion, how remarkably was that 
prediction accompliſhed, Which ſaid. of him, he 
hath born our griefs and carried our ſorrows ! 
| How, worthy an exertion was it of the Divine power, 
to remove the. griefs, to wipe away, the tears of a 
difcanſglats; ang, widowed mother, and to give at 
the, ſame time ſo Public a demonſtration of his 
Supreme authority, and af the the more than poſſibility 
* that God ſhould raiſe, the dead p This was indeed 
one of the days of the Son of Man! A day in 
which. he triumphed gloriouſly, |* and led captivity 
captive! ,. A day c on which humanity was gratified 


with a view. . it's nobleſt conqueſt, the conqueſt of 
deach; and of more glory to che Son, of God, than 
when, entering into Jeruſalem, the people ſtrewed 
their garments in the way, and cried, Hoſannah 
to the King of Iſrael! Bleſſed is he chat cometh in 
the name of the Lord! 1 1 
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fdndtions! were” flor merely ſuſpended. TBere was 
not only a ceſſation of Pulſe and motion, of ſenſation 
and perception; but the man was actually, dead. 
They had waited the uſual time previous to his 
intended interment. Every one was perſuaded he 
was no mor; and tlien, and mot till them they: car- 
ried him to the burial! The Evangeliſt expreſly 
foys, that he was dead: he that was dead, ſat up 
and began to _ 7, £31 gon wigolss Lili 
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$govr.p;: you with. For another , wh a decided 
hh chat this was the caſe, you will find it in the 
very deſign of this affecting narrative, and in every 
miracle recorded in the Goſpel Hiſtory. The ERvan- 
geliſts have related not all, but the moſt remarkable 
things that Jeſus ſaid and did; and they have done 


ſo in the caſe before us; and in many others, for 
the expreſs purpoſe of ſhewing his Divine autho- 
rity and power in raiſing the dead. Had not this 
man been actually dead; it had been no miratte 
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Tus naturally. leada he - inſtitution. for 
Tunis naturally leads me to. the inſtitution 
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which:-Jeſus .vefought; in- bis. reſtoration- If the 
vital powers were ſuſpended only, what wonder if 


chey refumed their office? Own: this ſuppoſition, it 


might have been ſaid; when Jeſus commandled him 
to atiſe that the return of ſenſe and motion was no 
other; than a natural event:; chat, in that moment, 


nature reſuming her functions, gave it's wonted 


motion to the heart, -propelied che blood with. it's 
uſual velocity through the veins and arteries, and 


gave new vigour and animation to the ſyſtem. But 


this was not the caſe. It was che praiſe of Jeſus, 


not chat he reſtored ſuſpended animation; but chat 
he raiſed che dead to life. And hence, it is no 
wonder that the people were aſtoniſhed z chat * there 
came a fear on all; and they gloriſied God, ſaying, 
chat a great prophet, is riſen un among us and 
that God hach viſited his people. 
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which 1 this. day alicy, your beneyglent, afhita 


1 

The friends of this inſtitution art Chriſtians. It is 
no intention of rheirs; to mimic the miracles of 
Jeſus, by vain and impoſſible attempts to reſtore che 
dead to life; but to ſave thoſe, in whom the faculties 
have become torpid and inactive, from cold, from 
ſuffocation, from water, or from any other cauſe, 
which may have ſo-far overpowered the: ſprings of 
life, that without prompt and Fkilfal alliſtance, 
death muſt ine vitably enſuue 2 
nen STOLIEITEIOLE Dur IO : 

IT would ſcarcely become me to invade the medi- 
cal province, by enquiring into the diſtinguiſhing 
point between Tuſpended animation an actual dif- 
ſolution. But I may be permitted to remark, that 
che abſence of che pulſe, che loſs of motion and 
ſenſation, and evem of reſpiration, are not certain 
and infallible ſymptoms of death. Perhaps the 
only certain ſymptom is a tendency to putrefaction. 
And furely, the poſſibility of à fellow creature being 
committed to ce earth when life might have been 


7 


To 1 
reſtored; and che difficulty of Git -aGared, for 
ſome time at leaſt, chat diſſolution has actually taken 
place, ought to operate as a cautzon j and ſhould 


induce every one, in caſe of accident; or ſudden 
apparent death to etert every effort to rekindle 
ch aeg 
eee ii noob ent nue arid +507 apart 
Socn is the defigrt of dis Sseiety, which; in the 
courſe of a few years, his been the means of ſaving 
many hundred lives, and even here has been already 
attended with the moſt ſalutary effects. Several 
have been reſtored,” who, had they not been ſeaſon- 
ably alliſteſ had now been numbered with the 
dead; and, in conſequence of premiums given by 
the Soclety, ſeveral have been already ſaved from 
periſhing 3 in the ocean. It is their with to be uſeful 
to the community; and hence,” it is' earneſtly re- 


commended to the Public, that” the earlieſt appli- 


cation may be made; and that the means which 


their philanthropy has provided for ſaving the lives 


of men, 


may not ende abortive through the in- 
dolence or inhumanity of thoſe, Wha may be preſent 
on ſuch occaſions. 5 ak 


hb es ops bin b , t as $4545 rh. 

Lr me then propoſe to your imitation. with ex- 
ample of Jefus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep; of him, who laid down his life for the 
world ; and who came, not to deſtroy men's lives, 
but to ſave them! Let me recommend this truly 
Humane inſtitution to your benevolent attention. 
Something, at leaſt, is in your power. Tou cannot, 
indeed, ſay, like the Son of Man, I ſay unto thee 
ariſe,” and reſtore thoſe who. are dead; | but you 
may, through, this medium, recover life when for 
ſome time ſuſpended, and like the quivering flame, 
juſt ready to expire. You may thus do an office 
acceptable to God, by preſerving from deſtruQtion, 
and bringing back to life and repentance, thoſe who 
might otherwiſe have periſhed in the Career of fin, 
with all their crimes upon their head. Lou may 
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| reſtore many uſeful characters to the world, leſſen · 
TR. _ : the fara:of human calleniny; and the ſad com- 
5 pany of che fatherleſs and widows drying up the 5 : 
53 tears of the unfortunate; and tai many worthy Þ 


| and valuable lives. And now, with theſe reflections, 


— 


* 


J leave this matter to yourſelyes. What your bene- | 
volenee may ſaggeſt on this occaſion will dou 


eſs 


aſſdred chat this *1abour of love will by no means 
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